LANDSCAPE AROUND POND
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	The existing pond site along the expressway.
	A 3.5-meter wide joggers path has been laid over a distance of 1 km with a kerb wall on either side of the path


Landscaping has always been a very strong visual communicator and hence plays a pivotal role in setting up a dialogue between the user and the surrounding environment. It is proposed that this tool be used for providing a sustainable landscaping concept for the several physical features like ponds etc. along the expressway. This will add to the uniqueness of the area while still sustain the essential characteristics of the entire region.

Several planned activity utilizing the existing attraction spots, and creating additional facilities like gardens, picnic areas etc. will provide improvement in the condition of the villages along the expressway area. It will promote recreational activities related to the waterfront and work towards activating the nearby areas.

This space will be segregated from the high utility zone of the expressway by a green buffer zone hence preventing over –use and degradation of the pond area.

The plantation pockets will define the extent of the waterfront area and the stepped seating along these pockets creating a pause in the busy activities of the pedestrian zone. Though defined these steps can be put to a number of uses at the discretion of the users. This is a place for slower activity as pedestrians slow down to experience the waterfront. 

 There are many advantages of developing this area, it would improve the soil and moisture content while encouraging afforestation and rainwater harvesting technologies. This in turn would create large lung spaces - forests over the area and also improve quality and availability of ground water due to restoration and treatment of the lake.
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	The development would involve developing lawns, foliage flowering plants etc.
	Making use of the existing landscape and natural rocky out crops. Effort should be made to make the rockeries natural.


The land between the jogger’s path and the road can be leveled and shaped. Preparation of lawn beds and dibbling of fiscue grass can be done along with planting of shrubs, planting of hedges and ground covers on the mounds. 
LANDSCAPE OF TRUCK LAYBYE

The design and landscaping of the truck laybye should allow, whereby it can function without affecting the use of the expressway. The truck laybye is a space for broken down vehicles providing a spill –over from the expressway. However it can also help in co-coordinating the infrastructure facilities and give a distinctive outlook to the entire area. 

The zoning of the area involves the fuel station zone and the eating areas with the sit out. The accessibility of both these spaces are kept different to provide independence in functioning.  Landscaping is used to unify both these separate functions. Attempt has been made to keep vehicular and pedestrian movement segregated.

The consultant proposes a sit-out or a food court, which would be a highly activated area where users come together for both utilitarian as well as recreational functions. It can also be a good revenue providing space. The plantation, seating, paving, illumination in this area would be in line with the building façade and defines the entry point into these facilities.

The green spaces are moderately activated where users can simply relax. It would be planted with a dozen varieties of shrubs giving a colorful look from the road. Besides this screen planting of two rows of flowering trees should be done in the central verge to avoid disturbance to the fast moving traffic.
